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1
DRAIN MAST SEAL HAVING SEGREGATED
CHAMBERS

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the subject matter described herein relate
generally to drain seals of the type used with turbomachines
and, more particularly, to aircraft auxiliary power unit
(APU) drain mast seals.

BACKGROUND

Turbomachines include gas turbine engines, such as aux-
iliary power units (APU), propulsive gas turbine engines
deployed onboard aircraft and other vehicles, turboshaft
engines utilized for industrial power generation, and non-gas
turbine engine turbomachines, such as turbochargers. Within
a turbomachine, various individual components have dedi-
cated functions; examples of the individual components
include a fuel pump, hydraulic pump, breather, fuel control
unit, combustor housings, oil pump, etc.

During the course of normal operation, some of the
turbomachine components may leak or bleed effluent, such
as small amounts of fuel, condensation, oil, or the like. A low
pressure discharge of air used for controlling seal leakage
may also occur. Therefore, normal turbomachine mainte-
nance generally includes inspecting individual components
of the turbomachine for leaks and discharge, and assessing,
by the presence and quantity of a given leak, whether a
problem with the associated component is indicated.

To ease turbomachine maintenance and inspection, drain
lines are often attached to relevant components, generally at
the gravitationally lowest part of the component. The drain
lines may then be routed to a single location, and ganged
together on a single drain bracket for convenient access.
This drain line grouping is then typically ported out into a
dedicated drain cavity called the drain mast. The drain mast
allows for passage of drain fluids from an internal aircraft
compartment through to the outside of the aircraft skin
(fuselage). The aircraft drain mast can be viewed from
outside the fuselage to observe telltale signs of effluent,
drainage, discharge, or leakage. An external indication of
leakage can be followed by an action to access the turb-
omachine compartment and investigate which APU compo-
nent may be the source of leakage.

In addition to using drain lines for component leakage,
discharge, or effluent, one or more drain lines referred to as
an inlet drain lines may respond to negative pressure gen-
erated by a turbomachine by drawing air (in-flowing air) into
the turbomachine during ground operation of an APU to
provide “bleed air” to the environmental control system
(ECS) for air conditioning. In these circumstances, the
in-flowed air may get mixed with air being fed by the APU
plenum that serves as the bleed air source to the ECS for air
conditioning.

Even though only small amounts of liquids or fuels are
normally released through the effluent drain lines, an unde-
sirable condition occurs when an inlet drain line ingests
flammable or odorous fumes from proximate drain lines that
have leaked small amounts of fuel, oil, liquids, or particles.
This undesirable condition may occur, for example, when
the aircraft is not in flight and the APU is running to supply
air conditioning, resulting in detectable odors in the cabin of
the aircraft. Traditional solutions space the inlet drain lines
far from the effluent drains, use multiple seals, or use an
additional check valve to isolate an inlet drain line; as such,
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traditional solutions increase space, weight, and cost, and
the associated increase in design complexity impacts the
system reliability.

Consequently, a single drain mast seal that provides a
fluidly segregated internal chamber for air inlet drain lines is
desirable. The desired drain mast seal does not significantly
add to the drain mast seal’s compressive load and minimizes
the drain mast seal’s associated three-dimensional space
claim, thereby optimizing the APU-to-drain mast interface.

BRIEF SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description section. This summary is
not intended to identify key features or essential features of
the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as
an aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject
matter.

A drain mast seal is provided. The drain mast seal includes
a continuous wall having a first edge and a second edge that
substantially opposite the first edge. A ceiling that is sub-
stantially perpendicularly coupled to the first edge and
forming with the wall first and second chambers is also
included. The ceiling has a first opening into the first
chamber and a second opening into the second chamber.

A drain mast seal system for coupling a first plate to a
second plate is provided. The drain mast seal system has a
continuous wall having a first edge and a second edge
substantially opposite the first edge. Also included is a
ceiling substantially perpendicularly coupled to the first
edge and forming with the wall first and second chambers,
the ceiling having a first opening into the first chamber and
having a second opening into the second chamber. The
ceiling is coupled to the first plate such that a first opening
of the first plate aligns with the first opening in the drain
mast seal and a second opening of the first plate aligns with
the second opening in the drain mast seal. The second plate
is coupled to the second edge such that the second plate
provides a first opening into the first chamber and a second
opening into the second chamber.

Another drain mast seal is provided. The drain mast seal
includes a continuous wall defining an interior cavity, the
wall having a first edge and a second edge that is substan-
tially opposite the first edge. A ceiling is included that is
substantially perpendicularly coupled to the first edge. A
barrier is coupled to the wall and the ceiling for dividing the
cavity into a first chamber and a second chamber. The ceiling
has a first opening into the first chamber and has a second,
third, and fourth opening into the second chamber.

Other desirable features will become apparent from the
following detailed description and the appended claims,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings and
this background.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the subject matter may
be derived by referring to the following Detailed Description
and Claims when considered in conjunction with the fol-
lowing figures, wherein like reference numerals refer to
similar elements throughout the figures, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a generalized turbomachine
showing drain lines in a manner suitable for use with an
exemplary embodiment;
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FIG. 2 is a cross section of a drain mast seal having
segregated chambers according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment
of a drain mast seal having segregated chambers for use in
an aircraft APU; and

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of a drain mast seal according
to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following Detailed Description is merely exemplary
in nature and is not intended to limit the embodiments of the
subject matter or the application and uses of such embodi-
ments. As used herein, the word “exemplary” means “serv-
ing as an example, instance, or illustration.” Any implemen-
tation described herein as exemplary is not necessarily to be
construed as preferred or advantageous over any other
implementations. Furthermore, there is no intention to be
bound by any expressed or implied theory presented in the
preceding Technical Field, Background, Brief Summary or
the following Detailed Description.

For the sake of brevity, conventional techniques related to
functional aspects of certain systems and subsystems (and
the individual operating components thereof) may not be
described in detail herein. Furthermore, the connecting lines
shown in the various figures contained herein are intended to
represent exemplary functional relationships and/or physical
couplings between the various elements. It should be noted
that many alternative or additional functional relationships
or physical connections may be present in an embodiment of
the subject matter.

The following descriptions may refer to elements or nodes
or features being “coupled” together. As used herein, unless
expressly stated otherwise, “coupled” means that one ele-
ment/node/feature is directly or indirectly joined to (or
directly or indirectly communicates with) another element/
node/feature, and not necessarily mechanically. Thus,
although the drawings may depict one exemplary arrange-
ment of elements, additional intervening elements, devices,
features, or components may be present in an embodiment
of the depicted subject matter. In addition, certain terminol-
ogy may also be used in the following description for the
purpose of reference only, and thus are not intended to be
limiting.

The embodiment described herein is merely an example
and serves as a guide for implementing the novel systems
and method herein on any user interface in any industrial,
commercial, or consumer turbomachine application. As
such, the examples presented herein are intended as non-
limiting.

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a generalized turbomachine
100. Generalized turbomachine 100 shows exemplary drain
lines, such as drain line 108, drain line 110 and drain line
112, which originate within the turbomachine and are
extended out to an external location. The drain lines are
shown ganged together at bracket 114 and passing through
a seal 116. In practice, bracket 114 may be secured to a
sealing surface such as an external wall or structure (not
shown), at which time seal 116 would be compressed
between bracket 114 and the sealing surface. At arrow 118,
the ganged-together drain lines are shown for easy access
and inspection. The embodiment shown as turbomachine
100 is merely exemplary. Other engine and turbomachine
embodiments may utilize the technique illustrated in FIG. 1.
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Furthermore, the number of drain lines and the placement of
the ganged-together drain lines may vary from embodiment
to embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a cross section of a drain mast seal having
segregated chambers according to an exemplary embodi-
ment. Drain mast seal 202 is shown coupled between a first
plate 204 (which may be an APU structure) and a second
plate 206 (which may be part of an aircraft structure). For
simplifying purposes, coupling fasteners or apparatus are
not shown. Drain mast seal 202 includes a ceiling 203, a
continuous wall 205, and a barrier 207. Wall 205 is coupled
to ceiling 203 at a first edge, and extends around the
perimeter of the ceiling, creating a substantially hollow
cavity under the ceiling 203. Barrier 207 divides the cavity
into a first chamber 234 and a second chamber 236. A metal
plate 250 may be coupled to the ceiling on the chamber side,
to distribute load from any coupling fasteners or apparatus
used to couple the drain mast seal 202 to a first plate such
as the drain mast bracket of the APU. When metal plate 250
is present, it may have a thickness of substantially 0.04
inches and have openings that are coaxial with, and aligned
with, associated openings in the ceiling.

A second plate 206 is coupled to the first plate 204 via the
drain mast seal 202. Within the drain mast seal 202, it is the
second edge of continuous wall 205 that is coupled to the
second plate 206. The second plate 206 has two openings: a
first opening 238 is aligned with the first chamber 234, and
second opening 240 is aligned with the second chamber 236.
Drain mast seal 202 has a ceiling thickness 232, a wall
thickness 242, and a barrier thickness 244. In the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 2, barrier 207 is coupled to metal plate
250, ceiling 203, and continuous wall 205, and segregates
the cavity created by the ceiling 203 and continuous wall
205 into a first chamber 234 and a second chamber 236. The
drain mast seal 202 forms a compliant seal when coupled
between first plate 204 and second plate 206 and allows for
drainage flow from the APU drain system lines into specific
or dedicated passages in the aircraft’s drain mast.

As described in more detail in FIG. 3, the first chamber
234 may be for receiving inflow air and the second chamber
236 may be for receiving effluent. Opening 214 is configured
to seal around a respective drain line. Although the first
chamber may be referred to as an air chamber and the second
chamber may be referred to as an effluent chamber, in some
embodiments the first chamber may receive drainage or
leakage. Also, while effluent is referred to as drainage or
leakage of small amounts of fuel, liquid, condensation, oil,
or the like, in some embodiments, one or more drain lines
may support a flowing or purging of a liquid or substance in
the effluent chamber.

The ceiling 203 of drain mast seal 202 forms a first collar
216 around the opening 214 for supporting drain line 208.
Drain line 208 is shown extending through opening 212 in
the first plate 204 and through opening 214 in drain mast seal
202. A second collar 230 is formed that provides support for
each individual drain line in the grouping of drain lines 210,
and extends around the grouping of drain lines 210. Opening
214 and openings 222, 224, 226 and 228 are configured to
provide sealing around the respective drain lines. Collar 230
extends upward through the shared opening 220. Drain lines
210 are shown extending through a shared opening 220 in
the first plate 204 and then through separate openings 222,
224, 226 and 228 in the collar 230 of drain mast seal 202.
The collar around drain lines 210 and the collar around drain
line 208 may have substantially the same collar height 218.
In the exemplary embodiment, collar 216 and collar 230 are
configured to support the respective drain lines without
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requiring external clamps or stabilizing components, bring-
ing an additional reduction to the overall three-dimensional
space claim and the weight of the drain mast interface over
traditional solutions.

The exemplary embodiment shows drain line 208 termi-
nating within the first chamber 234 and drain lines 210
terminating within the second chamber 236. A second plate,
206, is shown coupled to the wall 205 at a second edge of
the wall. Barrier 207 is coupled to the second plate 206,
between opening 238 and opening 240. Other embodiments
may include additional chambers in accordance with addi-
tional criteria for segregating the chambers. Each chamber
may accommodate a plurality of drain lines.

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment
of a drain mast seal having segregated chambers for use in
an aircraft APU. Drain mast seal 312 is shown coupled
between a first plate 310 and a second plate 314. In this
embodiment, the first plate is the APU drain mast bracket
and the second plate is an aircraft drain mast sealing surface.
Coupling fasteners 332 and 334 are shown coupling the first
plate 310 to the drain mast seal 312.

Inlet plenum drain line 304 is shown extending from the
APU, through a collar 328 and into the air, or first chamber
318. Drain line 302, drain line 306, and drain line 308 are
shown extending through a collar 326 and into the effluent,
or second chamber 322. In the exemplary embodiment, drain
line 302 may be an aircraft Line Replacement Unit (LRU)
drain line, drain line 306 may be a Load Compressor (L/C)
Face seal drain line, and drain line 308 may be a combustor/
educator drain line.

The second plate 314 includes an opening 320 into the
first chamber 318 and an opening 324 into the second
chamber 322. Barrier 316 is shown segregating the first
chamber 318 from the second chamber 322. In the exem-
plary embodiment, opening 320 and opening 324 lead into
a drain mast 330.

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of a drain mast seal 400
according to an exemplary embodiment. As previously
described, drain mast seal 400 includes ceiling 402 coupled
to continuous wall 404 and coupled to barrier 424, forming
a first chamber 434 and a second chamber 432. A metal plate
450 may be coupled to the ceiling on the chamber side to
distribute any load from any coupling fasteners or apparatus
when the seal is coupled to the drain mast bracket of the
APU. When metal plate 450 is present, it may have a
thickness of substantially 0.04 inches and have openings that
are coaxial with, and aligned with, associated openings in
the ceiling.

In the exemplary embodiment, the ceiling 402 has thick-
ness 403 and continuous wall 404 has a thickness 420. The
ceiling and wall thickness must be designed to meet various
environmental, sealing, and attachment requirements, such
as those set forth in, “Environmental Conditions and Test
Procedure for Airborne equipment” (RTCA DO-160), and
“Powerplant Installation and Propulsion System Component
Fire Protection Test Methods, Standards and Criteria” (FAA
Advisory Circular 20-135), as well as any regulatory
requirements promulgated by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, and any specific customer requirements. Barrier
424 has thickness 422 that is selected as determined by the
application, and generally ranges from about 0.03 inches to
about 0.50 inches. The barrier 424 material and thickness are
not subject to the environmental, sealing, and attachment
requirements that apply to the continuous wall 404 and
ceiling 402.

Extending above the ceiling, the drain mast seal includes
a collar surrounding opening 405 into the first chamber 434
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having a height 408 designed and configured to provide
adequate support for a drain tube. A collar 416, having a
height 418 designed and configured to provide adequate
support for associated drain tubes, also surrounds opening
410, opening 412, and opening 414. Each opening 410, 412
and 414 lead into the second chamber 432. As previously
described, the collar feature is substantial enough to support
the associated drain lines coming into the drain mast seal
without relying on external clamps or stabilizing hardware.

In the exemplary embodiment, barrier 424 is a continuous
piece of material having a tab that is substantially parallel to
the ceiling 402 and coupled thereto for a length 428 ranging
from about 0.125 inches to about 2.5 inches. Barrier 424
extends downward from ceiling 402, at an angle 430 from
the tab. The angle 430, which may range from five degrees
to ninety degrees, allows the barrier to deflect without
significantly increasing the compressive load of the seal.
Barrier 424 and wall 404 extend from ceiling 402 to a
distance 436 ranging from about 0.5 inches to about four
inches from ceiling 402. In the exemplary embodiment, wall
404 and barrier 424 include some curvature. As shown,
barrier 424 is coupled to the wall 404 and metal plate 450,
creating the chambers 434 and 432; however, barrier 424
may be coupled to a fastener load plate (for example 310 of
FIG. 3) comprised of any material or to ceiling material 402
that may cover the metal plate 450. Barrier 424 is sufficient
to prevent fluid or particles from the second, or effluent,
chamber to cross into the first, or air, chamber when air is
inflowing into the inlet drain in the first chamber.

The entire drain mast seal in the exemplary embodiment
may be made of an elastomer with reinforcement of metallic
and/or non-metallic material, but other embodiments may
successfully utilize other materials and combinations of
materials such as mica, Nextel™, fiberglass or carbon com-
posites.

Thus, there has been provided a drain mast seal and drain
mast seal system that provides fluidly segregated internal
chambers, allowing for continued segregated fluid passage
to a drain mast. The described drain seal does not signifi-
cantly add to the drain seal’s compressive load and mini-
mizes the seal’s associated space claim, thereby optimizing
the APU-to-drain mast interface.

While at least one exemplary embodiment has been
presented in the foregoing detailed description, it should be
appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. It should
also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment or
embodiments described herein are not intended to limit the
scope, applicability, or configuration of the claimed subject
matter in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed description
will provide those skilled in the art with a convenient road
map for implementing the described embodiment or
embodiments. It should be understood that various changes
can be made in the function and arrangement of elements
without departing from the scope defined by the claims,
which includes known equivalents and foreseeable equiva-
lents at the time of filing this patent application.

What is claimed is:

1. A drain mast seal comprising:

a continuous wall having a first edge and a second edge

that is substantially opposite the first edge;

a ceiling substantially perpendicularly coupled to the first
edge, forming a substantially hollow cavity within the
continuous wall;

a barrier extending across the cavity, coupled to the wall
and the ceiling and dividing the cavity into a first
chamber and a second chamber, wherein the barrier is
formed of a continuous piece of material with curva-
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ture, the barrier defined by (i) a tab that is substantially
parallel to the ceiling and coupled thereto for a prede-
termined length, (ii) a portion extending downward
from the tab, (ii) and curvature defined by a predeter-
mined angle between the tab and the portion that
extends downward;

and wherein the ceiling has a first opening into the first
chamber and has a second opening into the second
chamber.

2. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the first opening
is configured to receive and seal around a first drain line and
the second opening is configured to receive and seal around
a second drain line.

3. The drain mast seal of claim 2, further comprising:

a first collar located circumferentially around the first
opening and extending externally from the first cham-
ber; and

a second collar located circumferentially around the sec-
ond opening and extending externally from the second
chamber.

4. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the barrier is
sufficient to prevent fluid or particles from the second
chamber to cross into the first chamber, has a thickness that
ranges from about 0.03 inches to about 0.50 inches, and has
a predetermined angle less than ninety degrees and more
than five degrees.

5. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined length ranges from about 0.125 inches to about 2.5
inches.

6. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the continuous
wall has a thickness that ranges from about 0.03 inches to
about 0.50 inches.

7. The drain mast seal of claim 6, wherein the continuous
wall thickness and a ceiling thickness adhere to standards
generated and published by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) and Radio Technical Commission for Aero-
nautics (RTCA).

8. The drain mast seal of claim 3, wherein the first collar
is configured to support the first drain line.

9. The drain mast seal of claim 3, wherein the second
collar is configured to support the second drain line.

10. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the drain mast
seal is comprised of an elastomer with reinforcement of
metallic material.
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11. The drain mast seal of claim 1, wherein the drain mast
seal is comprised of an elastomer with reinforcement of
non-metallic material.

12. A drain mast seal comprising:

a continuous wall defining an interior cavity, the wall
having a first edge and a second edge that substantially
opposite the first edge;

a substantially planar ceiling extending across the interior
cavity, substantially perpendicularly coupled to the first
edge;

a barrier extending across the cavity, coupled to the wall
and the ceiling, the barrier dividing the cavity into a
first chamber and a second chamber, wherein the bar-
rier is formed of a continuous piece of material with
curvature, the barrier defined by (i) a tab that is
substantially parallel to the ceiling and coupled thereto
for a predetermined length, (ii) a portion extending
downward from the tab, (ii) and curvature defined by a
predetermined angle between the tab and the portion
that extends downward;

and

wherein the ceiling has a first opening into the first
chamber and a second, third, and fourth opening into
the second chamber.

13. The drain mast seal of claim 12, wherein the first
opening configured to receive and seal around a first drain
line and the second, third, and fourth openings are config-
ured to receive and seal around a second, third, and fourth
drain line, respectively.

14. The drain mast seal of claim 12, wherein the prede-
termined length ranges from about 0.125 inches to about 2.5
inches.

15. The drain mast seal of Claim 12, wherein the prede-
termined angle more than five degrees and less than ninety
degrees.

16. The drain mast seal of claim 15, further comprising:

a first collar located circumferentially around the first
opening and extending externally from the first cham-
ber; and

a second collar located circumferentially around the sec-
ond, third, and fourth opening and extending externally
from the second chamber.
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